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Eclipse of the Sun King
• During the preceding seven years of 

conflict in the war of the Spanish 
Succession, initial gains by France had 
turned to disaster at the hands of the 
coalition, led by The Duke of 
Marlborough.

• The battles of Blenheim (1704), 
Ramilles (1706) and Oudenarde (1708) 
had driven the French armies from the 
Spanish Netherlands, to the frontiers of 
France itself.

• The worst winter in living memory 
compounded the problems for France, 
leading to peace negotiations between 
the combatants.



Peace Negotiations 1708
• The Allies (Netherlands, Austria, Britain and German States) pressed for peace. 

Included in the negotiations was the fateful Article XXXVII

‘In case the King of France executes all that is above mentioned, and that the whole 
monarchy of Spain is delivered up and yielded to King Charles III as is stipulated by 
these articles, within the limited time…’

• This meant that Louis XIV would have to force his own Grandson, Phillip V, 
from the throne of Spain.  This demand was impossible for him to comply with, 
for reasons of politics and kinship .

‘The King at supper said nothing, and seemed sad and gloomy.  Yesterday from 
eleven o’clock till half past one the Council dealt with the peace proposals of the 
Allies, which were found very hard.  The Dauphin opposed them with heat and so 
did the Duke of Burgundy, and a general assured me on good grounds that the 
Council did not think fit to accept them, that letters from Versailles state that 
negotiations are broken off…’



Marshal Villars
C'est lui dont les Dieux ont fait choix…

• With war continuing, Marshal Villars inherited ‘The last 
army of France’, that had poor morale and sustenance. ‘I 
find the troops in a deplorable condition – without 
clothes, arms or bread’, he remarked, on taking command.

• He managed to turn the French army around, instilling a 
fighting spirit as supplies began to arrive, and his own self 
confidence spread to his troops.

‘The King has written that peace is at an end.  M de Villars was delighted at this 
letter.  He read it to the whole army, and asked the soldiers and officers if they 
did not wish to avenge the honour of the King which his enemies were 
insulting.  So saying, he called for cheers from them all, and when they threw 
their hats up in the air he threw his up too.  It is felt here that this General, 
although light and vain in his talk, inspires audacity in the soldiers and leads 
them well…’



Fight to the finish
• It was clear that the war would be fought to the finish, and that one last battle 

could yield the Allies peace on their terms.  All that was required was to bring 
the outnumbered French army to a ground of Allied choosing and beat them.

– ‘I was yesterday to see the Prussien troopes, which are in 
very good order.  I hope we shall find the whole army in 
the same condition, wee being assur’d that the Marishall de 
Villars has orders to ventur a Battel. The Marishals orders 
are to take the first opertunity of attacking us, thay
declaring that thay have nothing else to save them from the 
barbarity of the allyes… the Marishals confidence is in his 
horse, great part of their foot being in ill condition, he also 
tells me that thay expect a body of troupes from the Rhin, 
which makes mee incline to think thay will not attempt any 
thing till thay have those troupes, and that we are divid’d to 
make a siege.  Upon the whole in my opinion, if we must 
have Warr, the most desirable thing for us would be the 
ffrench wou’d ventur a battele, for we shall met with very 
great difficultys as to forage and the subsistance of the 
army…’

Marlborough to Hensuius, June 16th 1709

Duke of Marlborough



Siege of Tournai
• The French army sheltered 

behind strong fortifications, 
stretching across their frontier.

• Marlborough and Eugene 
decided to force the line by 
sweeping to the east, by first 
capturing Tournai.

• The siege of Tournai was one 
of the bloodiest and hard 
fought of the war, featuring 
mining and countermining.  
Eventually the Allies took the 
fortified town.

• Siege of Tournai
– Started 27th June
– Ended 3rd September

• Casualties
– 5,400 Allies & 3,800 French

• The French garrison was repatriated 
for exchange of prisoners



The battle of Pultawa, the warning
• ‘By the enemys dayly springing of new mynes our Ingeniers advance so very 

slowly that the Pr. of Savoye and myself thought as it for the Service to come 
hether in order to push on the attacks, but as this is the first Siege where we 
have met with Myns, we must have patience for some little time, that thay may 
be used to them.

We have no further Confirmation as yett of the battel between the 
Swedes and Muscovit [defeat of Charles XII and Sweden at the battle of 
Pultawa], but shou’d it be trew of the first being so intierly beaten as it is 
report’d, what a mallincolly reflection is it, that after a Constant Success for ten 
Years, he shou’d in two hours mismanagement and ill success ruin himself and 
his country…’

Marlborough to Godolphin, August 15th 1709

• Marlborough’s letter hints at the burden of leadership, where a 
single lost battle could change years of military success in a day, 
as in the case of the Swedish invasion of Russia, which ended 
disastrously in 1709 at the battle of Pultawa.



The road to Malplaquet
• Tournoi taken, the Allies began to move to take further eastwards 

to Mons on September 3rd, in a broad flanking move.

• Villars recognised a battle was close at hand.  He received a letter 
from Louis XIV 

‘should Mons follow on the same fate of Tournai, our case is 
undone; you are by every means in your power to relieve the 
garrison; the cost is not to be considered, the salvation of 
France is at stake.’

• Marshal Boufflers joined the French army, ‘with his cuirass and 
weapons’, to serve under Marshal Villars.



The eve of Malplaquet
• The Allies stood their force in two bodies before the woods, 

hoping to tempt Marshal Villars through the Aulnois gap onto the 
plain of Mons beyond. 

• On September 9th, Villars moved his army into the Aulnois gap 
and began constructing redans in the woods on each flank, which 
were considered by the conventions of the day to secure them.  In 
the gap itself further redans were built, creating a strong defensive 
position.

• Villars and Boufflers had some 80,000 men and 80 cannon.

• Marlborough and Eugene had some 110,000 men and 120 
cannon, and thus had an advantage of ~4:3 in men.
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The battlefield was 
dominated by the two 
heavily wooded areas.

In the Aulnois gap between these 
woods, the French constructed 
redans on September 10th 1709 to 
cover this space



Marlborough & Eugene’s 
Plan of Attack

• Stage 1 – Initial left flank attack through wood of 
Taisnières, which might outflank the entire French Army. 

• Stage 2 – Secondary right flank attack on wood of 
Lanières to further pin down French, encouraging them 
to deplete their centre to reinforce their flanks.

• Stage 3 – Final central attack by infantry and massed 
cavalry to break through, and cut off flanks, forcing 
surrender and retreat.

• This follows the basic pattern of the Battle of Blenheim.
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Villars Plan of Defence
• Stage 1 – Construct redans across the Aulnois gap, 

resting each flank on the woods, judged to be 
impenetrable. 

• Stage 2 – Man the redans with infantry and artillery.  Use 
firepower from the centre and flanks to create a killing 
zone for enemy assaults on these positions.

• Stage 3 – Attack severely disrupted enemy assaults with 
massed cavalry, advancing through the deliberate gaps 
left in the central redoubts to engage Allied survivors.

• This counters Marlborough’s past use of central attacks 
(e.g. the battles of Blenheim & Ramilles).
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Initial Deployments
• Fog lifted slowly from the battlefield on the morning of September 

11th, allowing the Allies to deploy large number of troop in the 
Wood of Taisnières unnoticed.

• For the main attack on the French left wing, three lines of troops 
were used; about 80 battalions of Imperialists in all, under Prince 
Eugene.

• For the secondary attack on the French right wing, two lines of 
troops were used; about 30 battalions of Dutch, under the Prince
of Orange.

• For the final central attack, only one line of troops were used;
about 19 battalions of mostly British, together with the major part 
of the artillery and the cavalry reserve of about 200 squadrons of 
cavalry (some 30,000 horsemen) under the Duke of Marlborough.
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09:00 - Wood of Taisnières
• The Imperialist infantry, some 40 

battalions, some 20,000 men 
under the command of 
Schulenberg, began the attack 
through Wood of Taisnières.

• They were countered, and 
repulsed by Albergotti and his 5 
brigades.
– “The fringe of the wood blazed with 

fire and smoke. The first line recoiled, 
rent and ragged.  But the second, 
following at 200 paces under 
Eugene’s personal direction, bore 
them forward in a double wave.”

WS Churchill 
Count Johann Matthias von der Schulenburg 



09:15 – Lottum’s Assault
• The 22 battalions of Prussian troops 

under General Lottum, advanced in 
three lines and swept towards the 
salient in the Wood of Taisnières.

• As they advanced, they came under 
increasing artillery fire, which 
enfiladed them, before encountering 
French musketry from the troops 
behind the redans.

• This combination brought their initial 
assault to a standstill, before their 
second and third lines carried them 
forwards.

Karl Philipp von Wylich und Lottum



• The account of La Colonie, the Bavarian army ‘Old 
Campaigner’ describes the advance of the Prussians 
under fire towards the Wood of Taisnières.

– “As soon as this dense column appeared in the avenue, fourteen guns were 
promptly brought up in front of our brigade almost in line with the regiment of 
Garde Franchise. The fire of this battery was terrific, and hardly a shot missed its 
mark. I could not help noticing the officer in command, who although he seemed 
elderly was nevertheless so active that in giving his orders there was no cessation of 
action anywhere, the cannon shot continued to pour forth without a break, plunged 
into the enemy's infantry and carried off whole ranks at a time, but a gap was no 
sooner created than it was immediately filled again, and they even continued their 
advance upon us without giving us any idea of the actual point determined on for 
their attack. At last the column, leaving the great battery on its left, changed its 
direction a quarter right and threw itself precipitately into the wood on our left, 
making an assault upon that portion which had been breached.”

Jean de la Colonie. 

09:15 – Lottum’s Assault
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09:30 – The Dutch Assault

• The Prince of Orange led 30 battalions in 
an assault of the French redans before the 
Wood of Lanières.

• The French mounted a stiff resistance, 
firing at close range, and opening up 
enfilading grapeshot fire with cannon, 
concealed in low ground. Terrible 
casualties were inflicted.  The Dutch 
reached the line of redans, only to be met 
with further musketry from the French 
infantry, forcing the Dutch to retire in 
good order. 

Johan Willem Friso, Prince of Orange



• In 30 minutes , over 5,000 
men fell to the ground in 
the ranks in which they 
had marched.

• The French prepared to 
follow them in 
counterattack, but were 
checked by the presence 
of cavalry under the 
control of the Prince of 
Hesse-Cassel.
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10:00 – The second assaults
• The Prince of Orange led the 

survivors in a new assault on the 
French. The Dutch troops 
followed, with the officers falling 
alongside their men, including 
Generals Spaar & Week.

• Once again, French enfilading 
grapeshot and musketry did their 
terrible work. The Dutch reached 
the redans, only to be thrown back 
by counterattack. They retired in 
disorder, and might have been 
chased from the field but for 
cavalry assistance.

• General Rantzau led Hannoverian
troops to the right of the Dutch in their 
support and left this account.      

'Monsieur de Goslinga, passing at 
full gallop, came to me and asked me if I 
did not wish to advance; I answered that 
he could see quite well that I was 
advancing, that it might please him to 
order the Prussians on my right to make 
the same movement, and to march 
forward like me, considering I had too 
little with two battalions to carry through 
the affair alone. Monsieur de Goslinga
thereupon stopped a moment, and in his 
confidence of victory, or perhaps 
seeking to encourage the soldiers, 
shouted, "La batallie est gagnee, ha! Les 
braves gens!" After which he departed, 
all the more quickly since the enemy 
had forced our left to abandon the 
entrenchment.' 



10:00 – The second assaults
• Schulenburg led the survivors 

of the Imperialist first attack to 
a new assault of the French in 
the Wood of Taisnières, this 
time breaking through the 
north face.

• Lottum’s Prussians fared little 
better in their second assault, 
being brought to a halt, ‘torn 
and exhausted’. 

• An English brigade under 
Argyll went in support of this 
assault.

• Inside the Wood of Taisnières, 
over seven thousand men 
were killed and wounded.  
Thirty thousand Allied infantry 
pursued the remaining four or 
five thousand French 
survivors.  Little quarter was 
given on either side.

‘They hewed in pieces all they 
found before them, … even the dead 
when their fury found no more living 
to devour.’

Lichenstein.
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10:30 – The second assaults

• Marlborough was aware that the first Dutch 
assault failed and rode over to see the troops, 
when he was intercepted by Goslinga, the 
Dutch deputy in the field.

• Goslinga told the tale of the double repulse and 
together both men, joined by Prince Eugene, 
rode over to see the Prince of Orange ready to 
lead his shattered remnants in a third assault; 
this the Duke forbade.

‘Our left was the Dutch troops only, who beheaved
themselves extremely well, but could not force the 
enemy retrenchment, so that their effort has suffered 
more than any other nation’

Marlborough, after the battle.

Sicco van Goslinga
Gedeputeerde te Velde
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11:30 – The French left falters
• Villars sensed his left flank was 

slowly crumbling under the 
weight of numbers of troops 
employed by the Allies.

• He did the only thing possible 
by withdrawing troops from his 
centre, exactly as Marlborough 
had intended, taking the Irish, 
French and Bavarians from the 
redans and sending them into 
the Wood of Taisnières as 
reinforcements.

• ‘By the time the Irish Brigade had got well into 
the wood it was considered to be hardly 
sufficient as a reinforcement by itself, and an 
order came for us to follow it, although there 
was no one else left to fill our place which would
be left open to the enemy. They would not fail 
to seize it, as they could then attack the Maison
du Roi with a great chance of success by simply 
lining the outside of our entrenchments, a 
manoeuvre quite possible for them to carry out. 
When the first order was brought to the brigade-
major, who reported it to me, I refused to obey 
it, and pointed out the absolute necessity that 
existed for our maintaining the position we were
holding ; but a lieutenant-general then arrived on
the scene, and ordered us a second time to 
march off, so sharply that all our remonstrances
were useless. We abandoned our post and 
marched into the wood to join in the fusilade
with the others.’

Jean de la Colonie
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The Realm of Chance –
Prince Eugene Wounded

• As he helped steady a line of 
German Imperialist troops in 
the front line , a bullet grazed 
the ear of Prince Eugene.

• He refused to retire from the 
field.

“If we are to die here, it is not 
worth dressing.  If we win, 
there will be time tonight”.



Royal Irish & 
The Wild Geese

• In the wood of Taisnières, the Royal Irish met and fought the French Royal Irish 
Regiment; the ‘Wild Geese’.

‘…When the army advanced to attack the enemy, we also advanced into that part of the wood, 
which was in our front.  We continued marching slowly on, til we came to an open in the wood. It 
was a small plain, on the opposite side of which we perceived a battalion of the enemy drawn up, a 
skirt of the wood being in the rear of them.  Upon this Colonel Keane, who was then head of the 
Regiment, having drawn us up, and formed our platoons, advanced gently towards them, with the 
six platoons of out first firing made ready.  When we had advanced within a hundred paces of them, 
they gave us the fire of one of their ranks; whereupon we halted, and returned them the fire of our 
six platoons at once; and immediately made ready the six platoons of our second fire, and 
advanced upon them again.  They then gave us the fire of another rank, and we returned them a 
second fire, which made them shrink; however, they gave us the fire of a third rank after a scattering 
manner, and then retired into the wood in great disorder: on the which we send our third fire after 
them, and saw them no more.  We advanced cautiously up to the ground which they had quitted, 
and found several of them killed and wounded; among them Lieutenant O’Sullivan, who told us the 
battalion we had engaged was the Royal Regiment of Ireland.  Here, therefore, there was a fair trial 
of skill between the two Royal Regiments of Ireland, one in the British, the other in the French 
service; for we met upon equal terms, and there was none else to interpose.  We had but four men 
killed and six wounded: and found near forty of them on the spot killed and wounded.’

Captain Parker.
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12:00 French centre empty
• “I can indeed describe the circumstances of 

this battle which I watched de haut en bas à
mon aise…as soon as my lord Duke heard 
these cannons roar from this point, he came 
with Prince Eugene to see me.  The Prince, 
coming up, said, ‘Truly Lottum has struck a  
decisive blow”, to which I answered there 
and then, “If it is a decisive blow, you owe 
something to me for it, because not only 
have we made the French cavalry on our 
front retreat by our cannon fire, but I have 
also made pains to enfilade a good part of 
the entrenchments of the enemy which 
cross the plain. ‘Thus, Monseigneur,’ said I 
to my lord Duke, ‘the French having 
abandoned these entrenchments, don’t 
delay to have them occupied – of course 
along the reverse – by several battalions as 
fast as possible, I beg you.”

von der Schulenburg 



12:15 Marlborough orders 
centre to advance

• Having received Schulenburg’s report, 
Marlborough returned to his position 
behind the Grand Battery in the allied 
centre and ordered the British infantry to 
advance upon the empty French redans in 
the centre. He reorganised the artillery to 
bring cross fire on the redans. He brought 
the Dutch cavalry under Auvergne and the 
Imperialist Cavalry under Hesse Cassel to 
advance in support of the infantry, and to 
make ready for the remaining cavalry 
reserve to advance.

• The Dutch Troops under the Prince of 
Orange were to advance once more onto 
the French right flank.

• The long anticipated central attack was 
about to begin.
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Major Blackadder’s Account
‘It was the most deliberate, solemn, and well-ordered battle I ever saw – a noble and fine 
disposition, and as nobly executed.  Every man was at his post; and I never saw troops engage with 
more cheerfulness, boldness and resolution.  In all the soldiers faces appeared a brisk and lively 
gaiety which presaged victory.  The Lord of Hosts went forth at our head as Captain of our host, 
and the army followed with a daring cheerful boldness, for we never doubted but we would beat 
them.  

Providence ordered it so, that our regiment was no farther engaged than by being 
cannonaded, which was, indeed, the most severe that ever our regiment suffered, and by which we 
had considerable loss.  But the soldiers endured it without shrinking, very patiently, and with great 
courage.  For my own part I was nobly and richly supplied, as I have always been on these 
occasions, with liberal supplies of grace and strength, as the exigencies of the day called for.  I never 
has a more pleasant day in my life.  I was kept in perfect peace; my mind stayed, trusting in God.  
All went well with me; and not being in a hurry and hot action, I had time to ply the throne of grace, 
sometimes by prayer, sometimes by praise, as the various turns of Providence gave occasion; 
sometimes for the public, sometimes for myself.  I did not seek any assurance of protection for my 
life; I thought it enough to believe in general, to depend with resignation, and hang about his hand.’

Major Blackadder, Cameron Highlanders





Occupation of the central redoubts
• ‘It was about one o’clock that 

my 13 battalions got to the 
entrenchments, which we got 
very easily for as we advanced 
they quitted them and inclined 
to their right.  We found 
nothing to oppose us. Not 
that I pretend to attribute any 
glory to myself, yet I verily 
believe that these 13 
battalions gained us the day, 
and that without firing a shot 
almost.’

Orkney



13:15 The cavalry advance 

• The Dutch squadrons of Auvergne
passed through the gaps in the 
redans, followed by the British 
cavalry under General Wood, and 
the rest of the Prussian, 
Hannoverian and Imperialist 
cavalry, some 30,000 horsemen in 
total, to begin the biggest cavalry 
battle in the eighteenth century.
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Corporal Bishop’s Account
‘They returned our volley with great success.  I may say 
it, for my right  and left hand men were shot dead, and 
in falling had almost thrown me down, for I could scare 
prevent my falling among the dead men.  Then I said to 
the second rank: ‘Come my boys, make good the front.’
With that they drew up.  Then I said: ‘Never fear, we 
shall have better luck the next throw.’ But I just saved 
my word, for my right hand man was shot through the 
head, and the man that followed me was shot through 
the groin, and I escaped all, though nothing but the 
Providence of God could protect me.  Then our rear 
man was called up to be a front; but he poor man was 
struck with a panic, fearing that he should share the 
same fate as the others did.  He endeavoured to half 
cover himself behind me, but I put out my hand behind 
me and pulled him up, and told him, that I could no 
ways screen him, for he was sensible a man behind him 
was shot.  By strong persuasion I prevailed upon him, so 
that he was not in the least bit daunted, but stood it out 
as bold as a lion.  We received a great many volleys after 
that, and one time I remember it wounded my Captain 
and took my left hand man, and almost swept off those 
on my right, so that it left the man that was intimidated, 
and myself alone.  Then I said, ‘Come Partner, there is 
nothing like having good courage.’ So we filled up our 
ranks in a regular form and when we had so done, we 
fired upon them briskly and with great success.’

Corporal Bishop



The Realm of Chance –
Marshal Villars Wounded

• As he rode forward with his 
staff in the front line of the 
counter attack around the 
Wood of Taisnières , a volley 
caught them, wounding and 
killing Generals Albergotti and 
Chemerault.  Villars horse was 
shot from beneath him, and his 
left knee shattered by a musket 
ball.  He attempted to carry 
on, being placed in a chair, but 
he fainted and was carried 
from the field.
“That is all I know about the 
end of the battle”.



Rout of Miklau’s cavalry
• General Miklau had led 10 

cavalry squadrons on a 
flanking move around the 
wood of Taisnières, to link up 
with Withers infantry.

• They had begun to deploy, 
when they were attacked in 
the flank by General M.de
Rozel, with ten squadrons of 
French carabiniers. 

• Miklau's cavalry were cut to 
pieces, and the survivors fled 
into the woods.



Boufflers counterattack
• Command of the French 

army went to Marshal 
Boufflers, who placed himself 
at the head of the Maison du
Roi, ready to lead the cavalry 
counterattack against the 
Allies.

• On the left wing, Puységur
assumed command and 
began to disengage the 
French in an orderly retreat. de Boufflers
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Cavalry counterattack
• ‘Before we got 30 squadrons 

out, they came down and 
attacked and was such a petty 
that I never really saw the like.  
Eventually we broke through 
them, particularly four 
squadrons of English; Jemmy 
Campbell at the head of the 
grey dragoons behaved like 
an angel, broke through their 
lines.  However, their attacks 
were sometimes so fierce I 
really believe, had not ye foot 
been there, that the enemy 
would have driven our horse 
from the field.’

Orkney



Cavalry counterattack
• The cavalry battle ebbed and flowed, with 

the Allies being driven back against the 
redans, only for the French to be dispersed 
by British infantry fire.

• Boufflers led six charges to counter the 
Allied advance, led by Marlborough and 
Eugene in person, but the French were 
slowly pressed back.

• The French retired onto the plain behind the 
redans, where the cavalry struggle 
continued.

• Meanwhile, the Dutch eventually forced the 
French from their prepared positions on 
their right flank.
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The battle ends
• The French now left the field in 

good order, both wings retiring 
covered by the cavalry in the 
centre.

• The Allies were too exhausted to 
pursue.

• By the terms of 18th C warfare, the 
Allies had won since they 
possessed the field, but had lost 
considerably more men in combat.



Battle of Malplaquet - Casualties 

• Allied

24,000 casualties

• French and Bavarians

9,000 casualties
3,000 prisoners and 16 

guns captured

24%  in Total 14%  in Total



Reflections on the Battle
• ‘The day was very bloody, and disputed for 

more than six hours with more obstinacy 
and uncertainty of result than I know how to 
describe.  The Princes and generals who saw 
yesterday the left of the battlefield were 
horror-struck to see our men stretched 
before the entrenchment and within it in 
their ranks as they had fought.’

Sicco van Goslinga
Gedeputeerde te Velde



Reflections on the Battle
• ‘In many places they lye as thick as you ever 

saw a flock of sheep, and where our cousin 
Tuillibardine was, it was prodigious. I think I 
never saw the like.’

• ‘He only wonders how anyone comes off 
where bullets fly so thick… None alive ever 
saw such a battle, God give us a good 
peace… I hope to God it may be the last 
battle I may see.’

Orkney



Reflections on the Battle
• ‘I am so tired that I have but strength 

enough to tell you that we have had this day 
a very bloody battle, the first part of the day 
we beat their foot, and afterwards their 
horse.  God Almighty be praised, it is now in 
our powers to have what peace we please, 
and I may be pretty well assured of never 
being in another battle.’

– Marlborough to Sarah, his Wife
Personal letter the night of the battle.

• ‘It is melancholy to see so many brave men 
killed, with whom I have lived these last 
eight years, when we thought ourselves sure 
of a peace.’

– Marlborough to Godolphin
October 3rd 1709

Duke of Marlborough



Reflections on the Battle
• ‘The officers and men of Your Majesty’s 

troops have done marvels, although your 
army is in retreat, it will become clear that it 
has lost less men than the enemy… If God 
gives us the grace to lose another similar 
battle, Your Majesty can count on his 
enemies being destroyed .’

– Villars to Louis XIV



Text on the memorials at Malplaquet

To commemorate the Swiss troops who 
fought both for France and for the Dutch

To commemorate the French troops 



Text on the Column of Victory, 
Blenheim Palace

• ‘As soon as the Season of the Year permitted 
Him to open another Campaign, the Duke 
besieged and took TOURNAY. He invested 
MONS. Near this City, the FRENCH Army, 
covered by thick Woods defended by treble 
Intrenchments, waited to molest, nor 
presumed to offer Battle. Even this was not 
attempted by them with Impunity. On the last 
Day of AUGUST, One thousand seven 
hundred and nine, the Duke attacked them in 
their Camp. All was employed, nothing availed 
against the Resolution of such a General, 
against the Fury of such Troops. The Battle 
was bloody: The Event decisive. The Woods 
were pierced: The Fortifications trampled 
down. The Enemy fled. The Town was taken.’



Malbrough s'en va-t-en guerre
• The battle is celebrated in a 

French folk song, which suggests 
that The Duke of Marlborough 
died during the day’s action, and 
the news is eventually passed to 
his wife, Sarah Churchill, 
Mistress of the Robes to Queen 
Anne.

• The song became popular in 
France, especially during the era 
of the revolution.  It survives to 
this day as a children’s song, a 
faint echo of that bloody day in 
1709 and the shock of loss that 
must have been felt across all 
Europe.  
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